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BUBJECT: Robert Edward Webster, Projectﬁmc lﬂﬂ

-

1. The attached cable from Embassy Moscow 1s gelf .

explanatory. It was brought to my attention this moraning
by Mr. Bobert Crowley of Coptwt'nlv»lqibnloo.

3. MNr. Yebstor was employed by Rand Corporation last
spring to accompany Mr. Rand .to Moscow for the opening of -
the Sokolaniki Fair and for the pursuit of Rand's intereat
85 agents for several American exhibitors who wanted to dig-
pose of their displays at the end of the fair. wWebster ig
in his early thirties, 1s believed to have & husinesg mAnaAge-
ment background, but several attempts to obtain biographic

data about him from our iles have drawn a blank. It appears

033. About 31 Septenber My, Crowley of OOCD informod me
that Guy Corrigan,] Chief East West Contacts 00 had receiveod
wvord from Mr. Ne 11, Rast a‘egt Coatacts State Dopartaent,

--'through the Boviet Eabassy Washington for information about

Er, Webster., A4t this point I relayed thig information to
Major Carels, UBAF/ACSI, who phoned ne a day later to say

quite asatisfactory,

with the information that be had been on a vacation trip and
w23 believed 0 be enrouts to the U, 8, It wag also stated
that he wag a temporary enployee and was not iniended to be
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- 8. Upon learning of Embassy cable number 1082, I
phoned Major Carels to bring it to his attention, he sald.
that Lo had just learned of it himself because of a query

froa ATIC Cleveland which had spparently been alerted ‘bécause

of..a phone call from 8tate Department Washington to Raad
Carporation about it.  ATIC Cleveland wanted to know whether
any posgibility oxisted that Webster might be carrying out
. 8 clandegtine task-upon. requirements of CIA which hdid Bot
" been -coordinated with thém. Major Carels was asgsured posi-
it -8UCH ‘was not the case, and to the best of our
Kr, Weébster bad not been briefed by and was
ither DDP or OO0 officos’, 06

8.. A check was made with[Mr, Thomas ¥illg)as to
whather he had pérsonally encountered Mr. Yebster during the
course of the 8okolaiki Fair?0) Mr, Huln_%'had met Mr. Webster
on-a few social occasions and G one or two occasions when
My, ¥ebster was soliciting Chrysler Corporation commissions
for Rand & act as Chryuler's agent in liquidating Chrysler
displays’ ti . M1llg)said that Chrysler rejected Rand's ger-
vices. It 1s [Mr. M11lu}okimpression that Mr. Webster wns ex-
tremely frustrated in his attempts to deal with Soviet repe-

7550

reseatatives in sales trapsactions and wag an outspoken critic
Sebater

of 1 g conditiops and relationships within Moscow,
. atrué . Hlus!a”a"nioet unlikely to defect to the Soviets,
but qualified t view with the thought that Webater was an

unhappy and maladjustod personality whose lack of success in

his assignod mission and whosa persoual problems were evident,
. M1l1a]06

.will consult with Mr, [Winkelman iﬁ Mr. Rayles to produce,
perhaps, a pore informed and compogite picture of Mr, Webster.

To develop our picture of Mr. ¥ or more fully,

According to Mr. Crowley ©0, and ¥ajor Carels, each from his
own sources, Mr. Welster has been laboring under marital and
financisl difficulties and is reported to have had a past
record of employment instability, )
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